Hillsborough Middle School
French Language Tutoring & Study Guidelines
Professeur Dommar
Email: cdommar@htps.us
Guidelines to help you succeed in your French courses:
1.) French is like math: If you don't use it, you loose it! Remember to always stay on top of your language studies and keep on practicing. If you can, find someone in your French class(es) to speak French with (and only French). Even better, if you know someone who is advanced or fluent in the language, this will help you develop even a greater fluency! Speaking French with your classmates or someone who knows French is the second best way to help you develop your fluency, other than being immersed in France, Canada or another French-speaking country.

2.) Study smarter, not harder! Anyone can study! Learning a foreign language isn't different. It is your job to find out the best way that works for you in order to learn French. You may want to use index cards to write a verb in French and English with the French conjugations. For vocabulary, you can divide a piece of lined paper in half and have the French vocabulary in one column and the English translations on the other column. For pronunciation, go ahead and use Google Translate. Maybe your teachers told you to stay away from online translators. This is the case if you are going to use a translator to help you write your entire paper. But if you are not sure about how to pronounce a word in French, the Google Translate lady speaks pretty well and she can help you with the pronunciation. When you are reading something in French, whether a homework assignment, a book or an article, you might want to keep a bilingual French-English dictionary handy if you are not sure of a word or two. We also have bilingual dictionaries in the classroom.
3.) Use resources to your advantage! Textbook usage in class will be kept to a minimum. However, you are more than welome to use it for reference. Other helpful resources are a bilingual French-English dictionary that shows the French word and the English translation right next to it. You may also find a French verb book helpful too, especially since there are 14 different tenses in the French language. Each of these resources can be purchased for about or under $10 at Barnes and Noble. (Larousse and Barron's make really well written dictionaries and verb reference books). Finally, your teacher, classmates and tutoring/extra-help are all excellent sources to help you excel in class and on all your projects, tests, papers and assignments.
Study habits that work:
1.) Study out loud! If you study by reading silently, you draw only upon your visual memory, that is, only seeing the word and knowing how to spell it. If you study out loud, you double your efficiency by adding auditory memory which also helps you with your pronunciation and speech. 

2.) Writing what you've read! You can boost your learning potential even further by writing what you have read and spoken. For example, when I started learning French back in middle school, I would memorize the meaning of a vocabulary word or verb conjugation and write and re-write that word six, seven and even up to eight times to make sure I knew the meaning of the word, spelling and pronunciation. Go ahead and even write it down 10 or 20 times, whatever helps you master the word, phrase, conjugation or grammar rule.

3.) Study day-by-day! Don't try to cram the content material the night before, or even worse, the day of the exam. You may be able to “learn” vocabulary items that way but you cannot teach your mouth to use them in sentences. Even if you take 20 minutes each day just to refresh your memory about the new vocabulary and grammar you've learned, you will do much better on your tests and quizzes than if you cram 4 hours of many lessons and vocabulary words the night before. Remember, language learning is cumulative. You learn new skills on the basis of old ones. Occasionally go back and review “old” topics and vocabulary. The more you “recycle” familiar information and skills, the better you will be able to integrate new ones. 

4.) Don't be afraid to be wrong! It's okay to make mistakes, especially when you are first learning a new language. Self-consciousness can be daunting as you are trying to pronounce and spell new words. But don't worry! When you make a mistake, you will be able to understand why you made it and how to avoid it in the future. Just keep practicing and trying to speak French!
The 3 proficiency modes: These are the areas we will be working on during class and extra help Each of the areas will be emphasized as we review vocabulary, grammar, homework, cultural competency and tests and practice questions/responses.
1.) Interpretive      2.)  Interpersonal      3.)  Presentational
Additional online references: These websites provide invaluable information and reference to help you as you learn the French language. If you find other great websites that help you, feel free to use them too and let me know so I can distribute them to other students.


URL: www.verb2verbe.com

URL: www.french.about.com
Tutoring/Extra Help Information & Rules: I will help you with any concept that you seek extra-help for. However, it is your job to come prepared and ready to work. I will not do your homework or assignments for you but I am more than happy to help guide you in the right direction. You may email me anytime you need help, clarification or are having trouble understanding a concept. I check my email several times a day so you will always get a response back the same day you email me.
☺!!!Je vous souhaite un bon semestre!!! ☺
